
Progress Report 
“How do we get city folk to understand and appreciate farmers' issues?”  

Mid Loddon Network 
  
The Mid Loddon Network has been using CLEA's Questions Without Easy Answers 
sessions to support thinking and learning within the management committee. When the 
committee first framed its question, in July 2015, they identified three possible lines of 
action: 

 How can we educate young people about the land and landcare?  

 How can we get Council planners /agencies/politicians tuned into the impact of  
planning on farming and rural landscape? After intense discussion, the committee 
decided that while some members wanted to pursue this, most didn’t want.   

 How can we promote what we’re already doing to urban people, and show them 
how they can have a good time doing work we need done?  

The Network decided to concentrate on promoting we're already doing, to bring the 
energy of urban people into its to projects and give them the on-ground experience of 
the land and the landcare community. In 2017, the Network committee reviewed what 
they had done and what they have learned, and thought about where they go next. 

What we've done What we've learned 

Made presentations to urban 
environmental groups what we’re 
doing. Some are very interested, 
some not.  

For example, Bendigo 
Sustainability Group were not 
interested in collaborating on a 
fungi booklet, the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists became very excited 
about the Curlew captive 
breeding and release program 
and gave us a large donation on 
the spot. 

We've also started farm visits, so 
people learn about the realities of 
farming life. 

 

 Some flora and fauna groups guard their 
specialist knowledge and don't easily share.  
Others are delighted to find that we’re out there 
making a difference and want to support us. The 
attitude of the leaders is important - they act as 
gatekeepers. But also, you can't know where 
you'll strike gold. 

 The curlews are a stepping stone to getting 
people to understand the wider landscape and 
the forces affecting it. Why have curlews lost 
habitat? How does a fragmented landscape make 
life difficult for native species? Why is it difficult 
to get government agencies behind reintroducing 
curlews? We need to put this into what we 
present and show to people, so we don't get 
stuck in a curlew cul-de-sac! 

 We want people who are interested in restoring 
landscapes. Volunteers take time to organise and 
educate, and we value what they bring, but the 
people who will give back extra value are those 
who want to restore landscapes.  
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What we've done What we've learned 

Improving our monitoring 
processes, approaching it as 
Citizen Science. If it is science, 
those who collect data will know 
that this is used to guide 
decisions, and the data will have 
rigour.  

 It's a balancing act to organise this so that a) the 
monitoring is rigorous b), but people have fun, c) 
meet members and work alongside them d) and 
the data gets used to understand the ecology and 
guide action. 

 

We have many publications, but 
they aren't yet easy to download. 

 We need specialist help to build a website that 
makes what we do accessible. We have funds to 
hire a specialist but compiling all the information 
is taking time. 

We're tried crowd-sourcing 
funding (not successful), an Open 
Garden event (went well, try it 
again) and our garden art Metal 
Curlews are selling like hot cakes.  

 At $50 donation each, the Metal Curlews enable 
individuals to help us financially. The curlew 
sculptures in their gardens spread the word 
about our projects - and bring a little bit of the 
curlew to their lives! 

We've kept talking about our 
projects to government agencies, 
agricultural industry gatherings 
and others Landcare people. 

The Mid Loddon Box Ironbark 
Forest Conservation Management 
Network (CMN), which includes 
members of two Landcare groups 
working on the Shelbourne NCR 
restoration project and the 
Curlew Breeding & release 
Program, is being used to re-build 
relationships with agencies.  

 Agencies are tough. They are organised what's 
been done in the past, and want to avoid risks. 
Getting them to see the potential of our work will 
take time. 

 Connections were lost with the last change in 
government, when there was a change in agency 
staff. The CMN may be a way to reconnect, 
because it brings together government agencies 
with Landcare.  

 
 


